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Christmas 2022 - Newsletter 
 

Brinsley Primary and 

Nursery School   
Moor Road, Brinsley, Nottinghamshire, NG16 5AZ          

Tel: 01773 783898       

www.brinsley.notts.sch.uk/                        

 

 

   Dear Parents and Carers,  

As I sit here in my office looking at the frost and freezing temperatures 
outside, and reflecting on the term that has been I am once again filled 
with pride at what we as a school have achieved (you need only look at 
our Facebook page – follow this link) and what more is still to come this 
year.  

It has been an absolute joy recently to watch our youngest children 
perform in The Wriggly Nativity, while also enjoying Year 2 and 4 in 
Have an Abba Christmas. It was such a lovely atmosphere, with family 
and loved ones enjoying what has always been such a feature of 
primary school life.  

I have also been incredibly proud of our children and how they have 
been involved so much in the community. Whether it be supporting the 
parish council in a Remembrance event or contributing to the Brinsley 
Food Bank for Harvest Festival, they have all been wonderful 
ambassadors for our school and for you as parents.  

Finally, I wanted to publically thank all of the staff at Brinsley School. It 
has been a hard first term with a great deal of sickness and disruption, 
but the staff have been resolute and consistently turn up each day with 
a smile on their faces. Thank you everyone.  

Have a wonderful Christmas everyone, enjoy the time with your family 
and friends and we will see you all on Wednesday 4 January.  

Kind regards,   

 

Jason Osprey  

Head Teacher 

 

 

  Upcoming Events  

16.12.22 Christmas Dinner 

16.12.22 Christmas Class Swap 

Day 

20.12.22 KS2 Christmas Party & 

KS2 non-uniform day 

21.12.22 Christmas Sing Along 

21.12.22 Choir performance (for 

Parents of choir members only) 

21.12.22 (Wed) Last day of 

school before Christmas  

04.01.23 (Wed) School Opens 

for the Spring Term  

10.02.23 (Fri) School Closes for 

Half Term 

20.02.23 (Mon) School reopens  

 

            

 

http://www.brinsley.notts.sch.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/BrinsleyPrimarySchool
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Attendance 

Brinsley attendance update – December 2022 
 

Despite school not experiencing the same disruption due to Covid-19 and related absence this academic 
year, we are experiencing a higher than expected level of absence, primarily due to increased illness. The 
graph below illustrates weekly school absence (pink line) in relation to absence nationally (grey line) over 
this past term. 
 

 
 
This has resulted in attendance for the Autumn term 2022 being: 
 

- Brinsley Primary School = 93.2% compared to National = 93.8%. Normally attendance is expected to 
be 96% or better. 

- Of this school absence 4.7% is due to illness, while 0.9% is unauthorised due to in-term holidays. 
 
Given the amount of missed learning that has occurred over the last few years we are very aware that 
children have different needs that they should be in school for. As a result we will continue to prioritise good 
attendance of 96% or better. 
 
The bottom line is that in order to improve every child’s attendance we will: 

- Reinforce positive attendance through our weekly celebration newsletter 
- Reinforce positive attendance through certificates each term 
- Seek an explanation for any and all absence 
- Not authorise absence for in-term holidays and in some cases (4 or more days) recommend parents 

for a penalty notice. 
- Be transparent about the attendance of all children, and notify parents if attendance is of a concern 

for a child. 
- Potentially seek additional evidence if a child’s absence is of a concern i.e. 90% or below. 
- Ask to meet with parents to try and improve attendance if it is a concern. 
- Refer to the Local Authority for specialist support and involvement to improve attendance. 

 
While we would ask that as parents you: 

- Send your child to school every day unless they are too poorly. 
- Plan family holidays outside of term times. 

 
In ensuring the children attend regularly and keeping absence to a minimum, we give them best chance of 
every success in the future. 

J Osprey, Head Teacher 
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LETS TAKE A LOOK AT WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING IN CLASSES HERE AT 

BRINSLEY PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    

 

                        

 

   

 

FS1 - We’ve been learning about different things people celebrate including Halloween, 

Bonfire night and Birthdays. 

 

 

 

 

We have 

explored 

patterns. 

 

 
In English, we’ve 
been learning to 
retell stories and 
clap the syllables 
in words.   

 

FS2 - FS2 have had a fantastic half term exploring the question 

'What is that light in the sky?'  

We celebrated Diwali and Bonfire night, had a fantastic time learning 
about space and particularly enjoyed the planetarium visit. We 
couldn't believe how dark it was in there!! We finished off the term with 
a fantastic performance of 'Wriggly Nativity', we literally couldn't sit 
still!!!! Well done FS2, you are all superstars! 
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Year 2 - We’ve enjoyed exploring living things and their habitats. We have been 

identifying and classifying animals, where they live and have been learning about their 

life cycles. 

 

Year 2 and Year 4 have also been working hard on their Christmas performance ‘Have 

an ABBA Christmas!’ Well done for all of your hard work Year 2 and Year 4 - the show 

was fabulous!! A big thank you to all of the parents/carers for providing costumes and for 

putting up with endless ABBA singing at home! 

    

Year 3 - This half-term, Year Three have been asking, 'What Do Rocks Tells 

us About How the Earth Was Made?' We have been looking closely at types of 
natural rocks and how the Rock Cycle works (we've even had a rock hunt). We 
have explored the world beneath our feet through narrative and learned about 
the Earth from the inside out!  
 
Our maths work has focused on multiplication and division. We have learned to 
count in Spanish. Our computing lessons have focused on using Scratch to 
programme a sprite and we have designed castles as our DT project. 

Year 4 - In science this half-term, Year 4 have been learning about the journey of 

food through the digestive system. Year 4 took park in ‘Ready, Steady, Digest!’ and 
had the pleasure of showing off their science skills. We conducted an experiment to 
show how food travels through the digestive system. We used crackers and bananas 
to represent the food we eat. Then, we added water like the saliva and orange juice 
to re-enact the acid in the stomach. We enjoyed this messy process as we had to 
demonstrate how all these ingredients travelled through the small intestines (tights) 
and the large intestines (cup). It was GROSS! 

 

Year 1 - have had a busy half term in the run up to Christmas. We started this 

half term learning all about the 4 seasons and how the weather and 
environment changes.  

We have been making fruit and vegetable smoothies in Design and Technology, 
both making our smoothies with Mr Osprey and designing a new smoothie 
carton.  

We have all been working really hard in phonics learning more complex 
phonemes and making sure we are using all our phoneme knowledge in our 
writing. It has also started to look like Christmas with the naughty elf visiting us 
every day, watching the Nativity and writing our letters to Santa.  
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The Nook 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

A message from our school Governors 

Year 5 - have thoroughly enjoyed our topic about Space and have been spending 

lots of time researching facts to share with our class. We had an astronomer visit 
school with a mobile planetarium, which we all thought was amazing and then we 
got to ask lots of questions too, which was great because Ms Martin didn't know the 
answers!!! During this term, we have been doing gymnastics in our PE lessons with 
the NLS coaches and have worked hard to perform sequences. We have also been 
investigating maps and enjoyed finding out what the symbols mean.  

 

The Elf has arrived in the nook and has been playing hide and seek. Each day the 

children are having fun trying to find out where he has hidden himself. “If you find 

the Elf, keep it to yourself”, has been the saying so that everyone has a chance to 

hunt him. The advent calendars have also made a returned for both breakfast and 

after school. Every day there is a drum roll to see whose name comes out for the 

treat. 

Next term we will be travelling around the world again as the children really 

enjoyed this experience and trying different foods for their tea. 

 

Year 6 - This term we have been learning about the Vikings: who they were; where they 

were from and what they did. In English, we have been studying the book 'Viking Boy' and 
have produced some brilliant writing based on the story. In D&T, we planned and made our 
very own playgrounds using a range of different materials. We were all blown away by how 
great the finished products were! 
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Happy Christmas parents and carers and wider Brinsley community! 

As we near the end of another wonderful term, the school Governors wanted to take this 

opportunity to tell you a bit about ourselves and what our roles are. 

I think there can be a bit of a perception, amongst parents and teachers, that Governors 

are some lofty bunch of “other” people – in reality we are a collection of volunteer 

mums, dads, teachers and other folks who want to help out as much as we can.  In our 

“real” lives we have full time jobs – either out at work, or in the home looking after our 

kids – but we all take our role as Governors very seriously and are committed to doing 

the best we can. 

So - what does a Governor do?  Being honest, when I started out as a Governor about 7 

years ago, I thought I was signing up for something along the lines of a PTA, or the 

Brinsley Buddies as was!  My first meeting was the meeting where the previous Head 

(Mrs Knapp) resigned – and I found that Governors are responsible for hiring new Head 

teachers – and lots of other things! Hmmm. 

It seems slightly strange that normal people like me are partly responsible for hiring 

teachers, approving budgets, checking that the school is doing everything it said it will, 

and generally challenging decisions as much as we can to make sure that they are robust 

and have been considered from every angle – but that is how it is! 

Our job is to look at and develop the overall strategy of the school and check everything 

is in order.  Our job is not to tell the Head and staff how do to their job and what the 

school should be doing. 

Luckily, we have massive experience in our current Chair, Lorraine, and former Chair 

Vicky – who very kindly is still part of the team – and have a good, committed group of 

Governors.  We all input on everything, but some of us focus on certain things, so the 

work is distributed evenly, for example health and safety, safeguarding, GDPR, head 

teacher appraisal. 

Over the next few newsletters, we will take turns at introducing ourselves and talk about 

what being a Governor means to us, and how it has helped us in our “other” lives. 

And if you fancy joining us, give us a shout! 

Happy Christmas! 

Sara 

Vice Chair 
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SCHOOL NOTICE BOARD 

STAFFING CHANGES 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Mrs Bromley back to school. Mrs Bromley started back in 
Year 4 on Monday 5th December after her maternity leave. Mrs Bromley will teach Year 4 on Mondays and 
Tuesdays and alternate Wednesdays. I would also like to welcome Ms Birkin, who is working as part of the 
team in FS2 and Mrs Aulsberry who has joined us as a midday supervisor. 

PARKING 

Could we ask that when you are parking outside the school gates please remember to be respectful of where 

you are parking – please do not block any of our neighbours’ drives. Your co-operation with this matter would 

be greatly appreciated.  

THE NOOK 

The Nook is getting more and more popular – please make sure that you book your child into the Breakfast 

and After School Club in advance, as our numbers are limited. Payment for this service should be made 

when booking. 

Breakfast Club is £3.00 per session and includes a breakfast – 7.30am to 8.45am 

After School Club is £7.00 per session and includes a snack – 3.15pm to 6.00pm 

FUND RAISING IN SCHOOL 

A VERY BIG THANK YOU to everyone who took part in all of the fund raising activities this term. Together 

we raised a fantastic amount of money for some very worthy causes and had great fun while doing so!!! 

Our school Poppy Appeal raised £67  

Hello Yellow Day rasied £84 for Young Minds 

Odd sock day raised £53 to support the anti-bullying Alliance 

Children in need raised - £221.89 

And finally, the children created their own beautiful Christmas designs. Not only were parents able to 

purchase unique Christmas cards and gifts featuring their child’s design, this also raise £141 for the school 

fund, which will be spent on treats for the children. A HUGH thank you all and to Mrs Scrimshaw who 

organized this!! 

RAFFLE PRIZE WINNERS! 

Congratulations to Heidi Teather’s family who were the lucky winners of our FS1 & FS2 Wiggly Nativity 

raffle prize. We hope you enjoy your prizes!! This Raffle raised an amazing £128 for our school fund, which 

will be spent on the children. Also to Heidi Bannister’s family who were the lucky winners of the ‘Have an 

Abba Christmas’ raffle, raising £155 for the children. 
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A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM ALL THE STAFF 

AT  

BRINSLEY PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL 
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